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10  Baptists 
A   Message  from 
the  Lutheran 

Confessions 

Concerning  Baptism,  our 

churches  teach  that  Baptism  is 

necessary  for  salvation  [Mark 

16:16]  and  that  Gods  grace  is 

offered  through  Baptism  [Titus 

3:4-7].  They  teach  that  children 

are  to  be  baptized  [Acts  2:38-39]. 
Being  offered  to  God  through 

Baptism,  they  are  received  into 

God’s  grace.  (AC  IX  1) 

Opening  Prayer 

L:  [Jesus  said],  “Let  the  children  come  to  Me; 
do  not  hinder  them, 

P:  “For  to  such  belongs  the  kingdom  of  God.” 
(Mark  10:14) 

L:  “Repent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  forgiveness 

of  your  sins, 

P:  “And  you  will  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  For  the  promise  is  for  you  and  for 

your  children.”  (Acts  2:38-39) 
L:  Open  our  eyes,  O   Lord,  that  we  may  behold 

wondrous  things  out  of  Your  Word. 

P:  Amen! 

Baptist  Basics 
In  what  way  do  the  following  Bible  verses  show 

that  Baptism  is  God’s  powerful  act  and  not 
merely  a   human  act  of  obedience? 

John  3:1-5 

Titus  3:4-7 

1   Peter  3:21-22 

Do  these  verses  mean  to  suggest  that  there  is 

no  human  activity  at  all  in  Baptism? 

How  do  the  following  Bible  verses  give  you  rea- 
son to  think  that  even  newborn  infants  should 

be  baptized? 

Matthew  28:19-20 

Luke  18:15-17 

Acts  2:38-39 

Is  Baptism  an  act  of  magic  that  you  can  receive 

in  infancy  and  then  forget  about  for  the  rest 

of  your  life?  Stated  another  way,  is  it  possible 
to  miss  out  on  the  benefits  God  gave  to  you  in 

your  Baptism? 

What  certainties  and  assurances  do 

Anabaptists  and  others  lose  when  they  refuse 

to  believe  in  the  divine  power  of  Baptism? 

Childlike  Faith 

Is  faith  something  you  give  to  God  or  some- 
thing God  gives  to  you?  The  following  Bible 

verses  may  be  helpful  to  the  discussion: 

Romans  10:17;  Ephesians  2:1,  8-9. 

What  do  the  following  Bible  verses  say  about 
infant  faith? 

Luke  1:15 

Luke  1:39-45 

Matthew  18:6 

Based  on  the  Bible  verses  you  studied  in  this 

section,  is  there  really  any  difference  between 

an  infant  who  believes  and  a   ninety-year-old 
who  believes? 
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Church  Body 

History 

The  first  Baptist  churches 

originated  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury among  the  English  Separatist 

(Congregationalist)  believers.  Many 

different  Baptist  church  bodies 

exist  within  North  America  today, 

including  historically  black  church 

bodies.  With  more  than  16  mil- 

lion members,  the  Southern  Baptist 

Convention  is  the  largest  Protestant 
denomination  in  America. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  American  Baptist  Churches 

USA  has  a   membership  of  about 

1.5  million;  the  National  Baptist 
Convention  of  America,  about 

2.5  million;  the  National  Baptist 

Convention,  USA,  about  7   million; 

the  Progressive  National  Baptist 
Convention,  about  500,000;  and  the 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  about 

16.3  million.  The  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  is  based  in  Nashville, 

Tennessee.  Sources:  www.abc-usa. 

org;  www.nbcamerica.net;  www. 
nationalbaptist.com;  www.pnbc 

.org;  www.sbc.net. 

Source  oF  Doctrine 

Scripture  is  viewed  as  the  source 

for  belief.  Most  Baptist  churches 
establish  their  own  statement  of 

faith  that  serves  as  an  expression  of 

beliefs  that  members  must  agree  to 

in  order  to  join  the  church. 

Role  oF  Christ/Way 
oF  Salvation 

Salvation  involves  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  whole  man  and  is 

offered  freely  to  all  who  accept 

Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior, 

who  by  His  own  blood  obtained 
eternal  redemption  for  the  believer. 
In  its  broadest  sense,  salvation 

includes  regeneration,  sanctifica- 
tion, and  glorification.  Salvation 

is  a   gift  from  God  granted  to  the 
“elect,”  those  chosen  by  God  for 

salvation,  but  man  plays  a   con- 

scious role  in  “accepting”  faith. 

Sacraments 

Christian  Baptism  is  the 
immersion  of  a   believer  in  water. 

It  is  an  act  of  obedience  symbol- 

izing the  believer’s  faith  in  a   cruci- fied, buried,  and  risen  Savior,  the 

believer’s  death  to  sin,  the  burial 
of  the  life,  and  the  resurrection  to 
walk  in  newness  of  life  in  Christ 

Jesus.  Baptism  of  infants  is  not 
considered  necessary  since  Baptism 

indicates  an  understanding  and 

acceptance  of  faith  in  the  Baptist 

viewpoint.  The  only  valid  form  of 

Baptism  in  the  Baptist  churches  is 
total  immersion. 

The  Lord’s  Supper  is  a   symbolic 
act  of  obedience  whereby  mem- 

bers memorialize  the  death  of  the 

Redeemer  and  anticipate  His  sec- ond coming. 

While  Baptists  see  both  Baptism 

and  the  Lord’s  Supper  as  symbols, 
they  are  necessary  symbols. 

Lutheran  Response 

The  difference  in  belief  sur- 

rounding the  purpose  and  form  of 
Baptism  serves  as  a   major  obstacle 

when  approaching  Baptist  believ- 
ers. A   mutual  understanding  of 

the  Scriptures  would  be  a   neutral 

ground  from  which  to  engage  the 

Baptist  believer  in  conversation. 

One  Christ,  Many  Creeils  *   ■   2008  Concordia  Publishing  House.  Permission  granted  to  purchaser  to  reproduce  this  page  for  use  in  educational  settings. 
All  other  rights  reserved. 



11  Mennonites 
A   Message  from 
Martin  Luther 

In  the  Lords  Supper,  Christ’s 
body  and  blood  are  truly  and 

actually  present.  They  are  truly 
administered  with  those  things 
that  are  seen,  bread  and  wine. 

And  we  speak  of  the  presence  of 

the  living  Christ,  for  we  know 

that  “death  no  longer  has 

dominion  over  Him” 
(Romans  6:9).  (AP  X   57) 

Opening  Prayer 

L:  [Jesus  said,]  “This  is  My  body. . . .   This  is 

My  blood.”  (Mark  14:22,  24) 
P:  For  as  often  as  you  eat  this  bread  and  drink 

this  cup,  you  proclaim  the  Lord’s  death 
until  He  comes.  (1  Corinthians  11:24-26) 

L:  The  cup  of  blessing  that  we  bless,  is  it  not  a 

participation  in  the  blood  of  Christ? 

P:  The  bread  that  we  break,  is  it  not  a   partici- 
pation in  the  body  of  Christ?  (1  Corinthians 10:16) 

L:  Open  our  eyes,  O   Lord,  that  we  may  behold 

wondrous  things  out  of  Your  Word. 

P:  Amen! 

Whose  Work  Is  This? 

In  what  way  does  the  Anabaptist  teaching  that 

Baptism  is  truly  a   human  work  make  it  crucial 

that  Baptisms  be  performed  in  a   certain  way? 

In  what  way  does  the  Bible’s  teaching  that 
Baptism  is  a   gift  of  God  allow  for  more  freedom 

in  terms  of  the  exact  method  used  to  apply 
water? 

What  type  of  application  of  water  seems  to 
be  indicated  in  the  following  verses  about 

Baptism? 
Matthew  3:13-17 

Acts  8:36-38 

According  to  Mark  7:4,  must  Baptism  (wash- 

ing) always  be  performed  by  immersion? 

What  are  the  necessary  parts  of  Baptism? 

Use  Matthew  28:19-20  to  help  guide  your 
discussion. 

Empty  Bread 
What  does  the  word  is  mean?  This  is  important 

because  the  issue  concerning  the  Lord’s  Supper 
boils  down  to  one  question:  what  does  the  word 

is  mean  when  Jesus  says,  “This  is  My  body. . . . 

This  is  My  blood”  (Matthew  26:26,  28)? 

In  what  way  do  the  following  Bible  verses  help 

you  understand  that  the  bread  and  wine  in  the 

Lord’s  Supper  are  truly  Jesus’  body  and  blood, 

rather  than  symbols  or  representations  of  Jesus’ 

body  and  blood? 
1   Corinthians  10:16 

1   Corinthians  11:27,  29 

What  certainties  and  assurances  do 

Anabaptists  miss  when  they  refuse  to  believe  in 

the  divine  power  of  the  Lord’s  Supper? 
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Church  Body 

History 

The  Mennonite  Church  traces 

its  heritage  back  to  the  early  days 

of  the  Reformation.  Saying  that 

Luther’s  reforms  didn’t  go  far 
enough,  early  church  leaders,  like 

Menno  Simons,  encouraged  fol- 
lowers to  be  rebaptized  since  they 

considered  infant  Baptism  invalid. 

Called  the  Anabaptists,  this  move- 
ment eventually  spun  out  into  the 

Baptist,  Mennonite,  and  other 
Protestant  churches. 

Vital  Statistics 
The  Mennonite  Church  has 

about  114,000  members.  Most 

Mennonites  opt  out  of  military  ser- 
vice since  they  subscribe  to  a   strong 

belief  in  world  peace.  Mennonites 

also  strongly  defend  the  separa- 
tion between  church  and  state.  The 

Mennonite  Executive  Leadership 
offices  are  located  in  Elkhart, 

Indiana,  and  Newton,  Kansas. 

Source:  www.mennoniteusa 
.org. 

Source  of  Doctrine 

Mennonites  use  Scripture 

to  help  define  their  faith.  The 
Dordrecht  Confession  is  the  most 

widely  used  statement  of  faith  in 
the  Mennonite  Church.  At  the 

same  time,  Mennonites  look  to  the 

Holy  Spirit  for  additional  revela- 

tions in  dreams  to  help  them  fur- 
ther define  the  faith. 

Role  of  Christ/Way 

of  Salvation 

Mennonite  believers  teach  that 

justification  is  made  possible  by  the 
sacrifice  of  Jesus.  At  the  same  time, 

they  teach  that  faith  and  the  good 

works  of  the  believer  cooperate  to 

provide  salvation. 

Sacraments 

While  they  practice  Baptism 

and  Holy  Communion,  Mennonites 
do  not  view  either  as  sacraments. 

Rather,  each  is  considered  a   sign  of 

a   significant  event  in  the  believer’s 
life.  Baptism  is  a   sign  that  the 

believer  has  repented  of  sins, 

received  forgiveness,  renounced 

evil,  and  died  to  sin.  The  Lord’s 
Supper  is  seen  as  a   sign  of  the 
renewed  covenant  between  God 

and  the  believer.  It  also  serves  to 

join  the  body  of  believers  together 
within  the  community  of  faith. 

Lutheran  Response 

In  talking  with  a   Mennonite 

believer,  it  may  be  difficult  to 

establish  a   common  ground.  The 

importance  of  sharing  God’s  Word 
may  provide  a   starting  place  for  any 
conversation. 
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12  Seventh-day  Adventists 
A   Message  from 
Martin  Luther 
Pastors  should  not  make  an  issue 

of  the  fact  that  one  observes  a 

holy  day  and  another  does  not. 
Let  each  one  peacefully  keep  to 

his  custom.  Only  do  not  do  away 

with  all  holy  days. . . .   Yet  the 

people  are  to  be  taught  that  the 

only  reason  for  keeping  these 
festivals  is  to  learn  the  Word  of 

God.  If  one  wishes  to  do  manual 

labor,  he  may  do  so  in  his  own 

way.  For  God  requires  observance  of  the.se 

church  ordinances  by  us  only  on  account  of  the 

teaching,  as  Paul  says  in  Col.  2   [:  16]:  “Therefore 
let  no  one  pass  judgment  on  you  in  questions 

of  food  and  drink  or  with  regard  to  a   festival 

or  new  moon  or  sabbath.”  (LW  40:298) 

Opening  Prayer 

L:  Let  no  one  pass  judgment  on  you  in  ques- 
tions of  food  and  drink, 

P:  Or  with  regard  to  a   festival  or  a   new  moon 
or  a   Sabbath. 

L:  These  are  a   shadow  of  the  things  to  come, 

P:  But  the  substance  belongs  to  Christ. 

(Colossians  2:16-17) 

L:  Open  our  eyes,  O   Lord,  that  we  may  behold 

wondrous  things  out  of  Your  Word. 

P:  Anien! 

Saturday  Sabbath 

According  to  Colossians  2:16-17,  in  what 
way  do  New  Testament  Christians  regard  the 
observance  of  the  Sabbath? 

Read  Hebrews  10:1-10.  Compare  the  phrase 

“shadow  of  the  things  to  come”  (Colossians 
2:17)  to  the  similar  phrase  in  Hebrews  10:1.  In 

particular,  what  does  verse  9   have  to  say  about 
what  Christ  has  done  with  the  laws  of  the  Old 

Testament,  including  the  Sabbath  law? 

important  for  Christians  to  “Remember  the 

Sabbath  Day,  to  keep  it  holy”  (Exodus  20:8)? 

What  do  the  following  verses  say  about  the 

importance  of  Christian  worship? 

Acts  2:42 

Romans  14:5-6 

Hebrews  10:25 

How  might  the  Seventh-day  Adventist  emphasis 
on  Saturday  worship  tempt  people  to  look  at 

themselves  for  certainty  of  their  salvation,  rath- 

er than  looking  solely  to  Christ?  It  may  be  help- 
ful to  use  Galatians  4:10-11  in  the  discussion. 

What  do  Luke  24:1-2  and  Acts  20:7  suggest 

about  why  many  Christians  congregations 
might  schedule  worship  mainly  on  Sunday 
rather  than  Saturday? 

Thousands 

The  idea  of  Christ’s  thousand-year  reign  over  a 
physical  kingdom  here  on  earth  comes  from  a 

literal  reading  of  Revelation  20:1-7.  According 

to  14:1-3,  is  it  a   good  idea  to  take  all  the  num- 
bers in  the  Book  of  Revelation  as  literal  rather 

than  symbolic? 

What  does  John  18:36  say  about  a   supposed 

physical  reign  of  Christ  in  a   kingdom  estab- 
lished here  on  earth? 

Millennialism/Adventism  is  famous  for  its  pre- 
dictions about  when  Christ  will  return  to  set 

up  His  supposed  physical  kingdom.  How  does 
Mark  13:31-32  show  that  such  predictions  are 

impossible  to  make? 

In  what  way  might  millennialism/Adventism 

teach  you  to  have  confidence  in  something 

other  than  Christ  for  your  salvation?  Is  such 

confidence  really  any  sort  of  confidence  at  all? 

Do  these  verses  mean  that  it  is  no  longer 
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Church  Body 

History 

The  Seventh-day  Adventist 

Church  traces  its  beginnings  to 

Washington,  New  Hampshire,  in 

1844.  William  Miller,  a   former 

Baptist  preacher,  and  a   series  of 

individuals  including  some  influ- 
ential women  began  preaching  a 

message  of  the  impending  “Second 
Advent”  of  Christ.  They  also 
stressed  a   need  for  the  Christian 

Church  to  return  to  the  historic 

seventh-day  Sabbath.  On  May  21, 

1863,  the  Seventh-day  Adventist 

Church  was  officially  organized 

with  a   total  of  125  congrega- 

tions. Today,  they  are  a   worldwide 

denomination  with  90  percent  of 

their  membership  outside  of  North 
America. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Seventh-day  Adventist 
Church  has  more  than  1   million 

members  in  the  United  States  (14 

million  worldwide).  Their  General 

Conference  headquarters  is  located 

in  Silver  Spring,  Maryland.  Source: 
www.adventist.org. 

Source  oF  Doctrine 

Seventh-day  Adventists  accept 

the  Bible  as  their  only  creed.  From 

Scripture  they  set  forth  twenty- 
seven  fundamental  belief  statements 

that  have  been  adopted  by  their 

General  Conference.  Adventists 

believe  that  they  are  led  by  the  Holy 

Spirit  to  a   better  understanding  of 

Scripture. 

Role  oF  Christ/Way 

oF  Salvation 

Adventists  believe  that  the  Holy 

Spirit  leads  them  to  repent  of  their 

sins  and  be  renewed  by  faith  in 

Jesus  as  Lord  and  Christ,  as  sub- 
stitute and  example.  Faith  comes 

through  the  divine  power  of  God’s 

Word  as  a   gift  of  God’s  grace.  The 
Spirit  gives  believers  the  power  to 

live  a   holy  life.  The  role  of  Christ  is 

often  neglected. 

Sacraments 

Baptism  is  performed  by 

immersion  only  and  serves  as  a 

symbol  of  our  union  with  Christ. 

By  Baptism,  Adventists  confess 
their  faith  in  the  death  and  resur- 

rection of  Jesus  and  testify  of  their 
death  to  sin  and  desire  to  walk  in 

newness  of  life. 

Adventists  teach  that  the  Lord’s 

Supper  is  a   participation  in  the 
elements  of  body  and  blood  as  an 

expression  of  faith.  In  Communion, 

Christ  is  present  to  meet  and 

strengthen  His  people.  The  service 

of  foot  washing  precedes  the  Lord’s 
Supper  to  indicate  renewed  cleans- 

ing and  willingness  to  serve  others. 

Lutheran  Response 

The  majority  of  Adventist 

believers  are  likely  unaware  of  all 

of  the  official  teachings  of  their 

church  body.  Since  they  share  our 

great  love  of  the  Scriptures,  this  is 

a   common  ground  from  which  to 

approach  the  Adventist  believer. 
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